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Abstract 

This work seeks to expose the activities and programmes of adult education 
and to discuss the various ways by which adult education programmes helps 
the development of fisheries among the rivrerine fisher-folk in Rivers State. 
It also seeks to discuss about adult education organisations which have 
boosted the capacity and increased the standard of living of the fishers by 
helping them to acquire knowledge, skills, and techniques in fishing. The 
research discourse opines  that it is not enough to expose the fishers to 
improved standard of living and make recommendation that they be guided 
and directed to fish with methods and practices that are environmentally-
friendly in order to encourage sustainability in the fishing sector. 
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Adult education, as seen by many seasoned writers are the activities planned and consciously 
and unconsciously carried out to better the life of both youth and adults who at one time or another 
had found themselves lacking in any particular area of life (FRN, 2004). It could be carried out 
through the formal learning setting which involves the school at any level; the non-formal setting 
which involves the participants and the facilitator(s) or the informal setting which according to the 
name, has no pre-plan agenda but yield positive benefits to the individuals.  
 

Development could be considered as a positive effort to bring about improvement in the life 
of a person or a group of persons; thereby giving such opportunity to move from one level of progress 
to another. For this agenda to be beneficial to the individuals who reside at the remote and riverine 
areas, effort has to be made to take education and development to them at their locations. This is why 
adult education programmes like literacy education, functional literacy, remedial education, extension 
education and many more are deemed appropriate for the solution of problems associated with wrong 
methods of fishing in Rivers State. 
 
Concept of Adult Education 

Different  people have understood and defined adult education to mean different thing to them 
but for this discourse the researcher will consider the following definitions: Adult can be defined as 
the process by which men and women (alone, in groups, or in institutional settings) seek to improve 
themselves or their society by increasing their skill, knowledge, or sensitiveness; or it is any process 
by which individuals, groups or institutions try to help men and women improve in these ways 
(Houle, 1964 in www.doublegist.com/adult-education-programme-factors-militating/). 
              

 According to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO, 
1976) adult education is defined as the  

entire body of organised educational processes, whatever content, 
level and method, whether formal, or otherwise, whether they 
prolong or replace initial education in schools, colleges and 
universities as well as in apprenticeship, whereby persons regarded as 
adults by the society they belong develop their abilities, enrich their 
knowledge, improve their attitudes or behaviour in the two-fold 
perspective of full personal development and participation in 
balanced and independent social, economic and cultural 
development. 
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With the above definitions, it could be confirmed that with the process of adult education and 
its programmes, development would be made easy among the adult groups who are the focal point of 
the development desired in the society. This is because adult population is the group that interact most 
with the environment in quest for meeting the need for their livelihood. If adults are taught better 
ways to improve themselves, they will not only improve themselves and their societies through 
increased skills, knowledge and sensitiveness but would also improve on their attitudes or behaviour 
in developing themselves as individuals and participate in activities that will bring about balanced and 
independent social, economic and cultural development. 
 
Development 

Development could be seen as a situation where there are total transformations both in 
economic and other areas which cannot all be measured by simple ratios such as capital/out-put 
coefficients; nor is it simply a problem of economics and economists. It has to do with all aspects of a 
people’s life such as economic, social, political, legal, administrative and otherwise. It has to be 
achieved through and by the active participation of the people (Obi, 1987). Development also 
involves the change in attitude of people concerning issues that concern life and even the 
environment.  
     

A society which sticks or glues tight on a particular method, tradition or culture despite the 
danger each of them causes to life and the environment; would not be talking about development. This 
goes ahead to support the saying that the wealth of a society does not depend so much upon its natural 
resources and material capital but can be determined in a significant degree by the knowledge, skills 
and motivation of its people (Harbison in Obi, 1987). This is true because so many people as 
individuals and in groups have caused harm to themselves due to ignorance, and development cannot 
be easily measured where there is no total liberation from ignorance and slavery of any kind. 
 
Adult Education Programmes in Rivers State 

Adult education programmes in Rivers State are such programmes that are carried out in the 
state to enable people come into awareness of different issues that bother the people. Such issues 
could be environmental, health, agricultural, social, political, and many more. For the sake of this 
discourse, issues concerning fishery in the riverine area of Rivers State will be the focal point with the 
expectation that adult education programmes being implemented, will lead to a move or a shift to 
development. Some adult education programmes that would be considered are:  
 
Adult Basic Education 

Most fisher-folk in the riverrine areas of Rivers State are illiterate and are carrying out the 
fishery venture without the right perspective or following the right method for fishing which could 
help them to fish sustainably. This is why fishers get to the market, buy the wrong size of fishing 
nets/mesh and even get explosives and chemicals which they do not know the compositions and use 
them to kill fish and eventually, kill or maim themselves with it. 
 

Adult basic education is expected to bring light into man to allow him see the truth in his 
existence. A man who lives in ignorant of virtually everything around him can be easily deceived to 
take whatever goes and will have no means of making choice for himself. Even when his intuition 
tells him the right thing, inferiority complex or fear of making a mistake would push him to take the 
way of deception. 
 

Adult basic education gives an individual hope of a better future; That is why immediately an 
individual begins a programme that he knows will improve his life, would line up his expectations, 
tries to change his friends, readjust himself to fit his new class, environment and so on. 
  

Ume, (1987) outlined expectations of adult participants of adult basic education as follows: 
being able to overcome some peculiar problems resulting from lack of basic education, access to 
certain opportunities in life such as making certain class of friends, moving in better social circles, 
improving his earnings, living in a better house or even owning a car.  
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Adult Literacy/ Functional Education 
Adult literacy, according to Adekola and Abanum, 2011 is defined as the ability of the adults 

to read, write and compute numbers in any known language used by man. They also see it as the 
ability to encode and decode with a view to communicating information, knowledge, skills, meanings 
and ideas for facilitation of day-to-day living. Ezimah, (2004) as a matter of emphasis says adult 
literacy is aimed at equipping the recipients to have a grasp of the basic skills of communication with 
which to expand their knowledge and understanding of the environment. 
    

Looking at these considerations about adult literacy, it is very clear evidence that the adult 
deserve literacy for them to be able to function effectively to bring about development. This idea calls 
for the need for adult functional literacy which would enable such an adult who had not such 
opportunity of basic literacy to be given functional literacy which Ezimah, (2004) defined as a 
programme which combines teaching of literacy and training in some vocational skills with the aim to 
equip the participants with skills that may provide them with some employment opportunities on 
completion of training. In the same vein, it is expected that when training is linked with economic 
need, it will make the adult participants to preserve and learn what is potentially useful to their socio-
economic life.  
    

It is easy to associate adult functional literacy with development because it takes a person 
who knows how to do the right thing or function effectively in his occupation, to make progress 
thereby bringing about development. Development is said to be a result of man’s action on nature; 
man’s attempt to transform nature in order to improve his own condition (Cisse’, 1978 cited in 
Ezimah, 2004). 
 

Fishers who are not literate are the ones who fish in ignorance and in a way harm themselves, 
degrade the environment; and at the same time,  are being cheated by their literate supporting 
counterparts like the primary fish mongers/processors, fish whole sellers, fish retailers, fish gear 
dealers, boat builders and many more who are literate (FSLP,2002). It is then expedient that adult 
functional education is employed to help the adult learn how to read, write and compute numbers in 
any known language so that they would be able to function effectively in their occupation without 
being deceived, cheated, harming themselves and also degrading the environment which is expected 
to be the source from where they get their livelihood.  
       

The necessity of this education goes to confirm what Ntia,(1999) orally said; that the total 
man is a person who knows himself, has a purpose for whatever he does....It is only the man who is 
educationally enlighten that will do the right thing. He will not be deceived or cheated; he will neither 
seek to harm himself nor think of degrading the environment. He will not act like the fishers who 
degrade the environment by fishing all the category of fish from the water and remain poor as there 
will not be smaller fish to grow into maturity to reproduce others for sustainability. This is the very 
condition which the fishers have moved to; to deny themselves development. 
 
Fisheries in Rivers State 

Fishery in the state has played a very important role in the survival of rivers people as it has 
always served as a means for food security and nutrition, employment, and local and even foreign 
income. It has also enhanced socio-economic status of indigenes (Tawari and Davies, 2010); but since 
the inception of the exploration and exploitation of petroleum resources, fishery has long time been 
abandoned for other lucrative jobs mostly in oil companies. The degradation caused on the aquatic 
environment through the activities of oil and gas and wrong fishing methods and practices has caused 
fisher-folk to suffer difficulties in realising their benefits from fishing, hence the discouragement. Due 
to this discouragement, a lot of artisanal fisher-folk have backed out from fishing; leaving it to 
illiterate ones and many others who have no alternative means of livelihood.  
        

As a result of crude oil exploration and exploitation in the state, pollution due to the toxic 
effect of crude oil in the aquatic environment became so rampart that the fishes in the state have been 
affected negatively. In a bid to revive the fishery sector and save it from the expected collapse, 
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Agricultural Development Project (ADP), International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC), Agricultural Programme Green River Project of 
Nigerian Agip Oil Company (GRP) decided that the fishery sector be boosted up in order to actualise 
the goal of fish farmers as well as that of fish processors. This decision was to empower the fishers 
through the various agricultural development schemes and projects (Tawari and Davies, 2010). 
 
Fishery and Development 

There is no doubt that the same activities of the fisher-folk which on the positive save the 
lives of fishers, fish in the water, flora and fauna also destroyed them on the negative as the activities 
attack the entire ecosystem. Without proper knowledge, skills and attitudes towards fishing among the 
riverine fishers, there will be no development at all. There will rather be crisis that will bring about 
boundary dispute. These are seen as some fishers have to leave their locations, to fish in other 
people’s location; probably with wrong fishing practices. These situations notwithstanding, fishing 
brings about development as the proceeds from it enhance the provision of food, shelter, employment 
among many other benefits to the fishers and the entire populace. This contributes to the development 
of the area.  
        

Therefore, for this development to be visible in the fishery sector, adult education 
programmes which should reach the rural fishers in their domain should not be ignored. Information 
from organizations like Agricultural Development Project (ADP), SPDC, IFAD, GRP, FADAMA  in 
a bid to bring about development among the fisher-folk in the riverine area of Rivers State, have 
assisted the small-scale fishers to gain new skills, techniques and adopt new technologies to raise their 
level of production and improve on their standard of living (Tawari &Davies, 2010). In the same vein, 
the fishers have also benefited from loan acquisition to boost their production through the 
procurement of fishing materials that enable them live better and improved lives. Such education that 
provides skills, techniques, change of attitudes, behaviours and improve the level or standard of living 
of the people is adult education. 
       

Therefore, it is expected that in the near future, with adult education programmes, an aspect of 
development so desired by the fisher-folk will be met. It must be noted that the development that 
makes man a total man is what adult education teaches. It means that the fisher-folk need to be given 
such education that will prosper them and also keep them healthy and alive. In the same vein, it will 
equip parents who have the welfare of their children at heart with such knowledge, attitudes and skills 
to explore and exploit their environment in a manner that the future generations will not be in trouble.  
         

No one will be regarded wealthy or progressive, if upon all his wealth, is still suffering from 
incurable diseases or cannot enjoy his wealth joyfully. Development in its full sense is a situation 
where an individual, groups, nations or the entire society is free from every form of ignorance, 
bondage, poverty, crisis and many more vices. This is why the right methods, techniques and attitudes 
to fishing through adult education programmes should be employed for proper development of the 
individuals, groups, society and the entire environment. 
 
The Riverine Fisher-folk  

These are persons who engage themselves in artisanal fishing in the riverine area of Rivers 
State. These are fishers who carry out any kind of small-scale, low- technology, commercial or 
subsistence fishing practices particularly those of coastal or island ethnic groups using traditional 
techniques (Wikipedia,the free encyclopedia). Fisher-folk’s livelihoods depend solely on resources 
from fishery. This is evident because fisheries account for more than 85% of the annual income of 
Nigerian population. Some of the riverine fisher-folk, combined  fishery activities with other 
occupations such as arable farming, trading, artisanship with the entire activities playing 
complementary and supplementary roles in stabilising the economy of fishing communities (This 
usually involves the entire family of the fishermen such as their wives, children, dependants, the 
primary fish mongers/processors, fish whole sellers, fish retailers, fish gear dealers, boat builders and 
many more of the people who help to make the fishing industry a successful one (SFLP, 2002).  
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Fishers reside in local and rural fishing settlement, excluded from the urban area. They lack a 
lot of things which affect their welfare and leave them in a state of helplessness. Such conditions, 
makes them lack the indices of development which Goulet, cited in Ume, (1987) saw as  life 
sustenance, self-esteem and freedom from servitude; meaning that  through development, they should 
be able to meet their needs of food, shelter, health and protection; have a sense of worth and self 
respect, a situation of not being used as a tool by others for their own ends; and also have freedom to 
make choice of what is good and not live under compulsion to do the wrong things because of 
intimidation,  hunger and poverty. Example is the case of fishers who dabble into the wrong practices 
of fishing because they do not want the embarrassment of poverty on their families.   
 
The importance of Adult Education Programmes for the Development of Fisheries among the 
Riverine Fisher-folk in Rivers State 

The importance adult education programmes cannot be overemphasised. Adult education is a 
key to national unity and development (doublegist.com, 2013). Its programmes among the riverine 
fisher-folk of Rivers State has assisted the fishers to acquire knowledge, skills and techniques which 
help them improve on their fish production and improve on their living standard. It also has the 
capacity of changing people’s attitudes, behaviour and exposing them to the values of doing things 
right. It has the capability of motivating individuals to make changes and also proffering solution to 
occupational problems and bringing about sustainable living.  
 
Conclusions 

Adult education programmes have the capacity to enlighten the fishers in areas where they 
have been ignorant as far as fishing is concerned. Fishing being an economic venture that cannot be 
overlooked because of its importance in the economy of the nation needs to be well considered. 
Fishing, if carried out in a proper way can build the nation but if not practiced in a proper way, may 
destroy lives of human, fauna, flora and the entire ecosystem. This is the more reason why the 
activities of the fishers in all their considerations should not be overlooked, because development 
cannot only be recorded when there is food on the table of Nigerians but also when Nigerians are 
healthy and the environment is sustainable.  
         

 If the activities of the fishers are not considered, there may be destruction of all the fish in the 
water and nothing will be left for the generations yet unborn. Traces have discovered that some 
species of fish, shellfishes, animals and so on, which the individuals came in contact with years ago, 
can no more be found. It is therefore important that the programmes of adult education which are 
capable of reaching out to the people at their various locations be adopted so that the activities of the 
people are practically seen, corrections made and new ideas or alternatives introduced. 
 
Recommendation 

Looking at the efforts that multinational companies, extension unit of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and many more adult education bodies have put in to improve the living standard of the 
fishers, the following recommendations are proffered: The fisher-folk in the riverine area of Rivers 
State should be guided and directed to carry out their fishing with methods and practices that are 
environmentally-friendly in order to encourage sustainable fishing. They should also be encouraged to 
invest in agro-fishery such as rearing of shell fishes, fishes like cat fish, tilapia etc. in an 
environmentally-friendly manner. 
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